
 
  

  

AUGUST, 2020 – LAW OF THE MONTH 

 

Use of Multiple-Beam Headlamps 

While driving at night, it is not uncommon to be blinded by oncoming or following vehicles who fail 

to dim their headlamps. Newer vehicles especially tend to have very bright headlamps that can blind 

others on the road. At night if you are about to pass an oncoming vehicle, or driving behind another 

vehicle, please dim your headlamps.  

347.12  Use of multiple-beam headlamps. 

(1)  Whenever a motor vehicle is being operated on a highway during hours of darkness or during a period 

of limited visibility, the operator shall use a distribution of light or composite beam directed high 

enough and of sufficient intensity to reveal a person or vehicle at a safe distance in advance of the 

vehicle, subject to the following requirements and limitations: 

(a) Whenever the operator of a vehicle equipped with multiple-beam headlamps approaches an oncoming 

vehicle within 500 feet, the operator shall dim, depress or tilt the vehicle's headlights so that the 

glaring rays are not directed into the eyes of the operator of the other vehicle. This paragraph does 

not prohibit an operator from intermittently flashing the vehicle's high-beam headlamps at an 

oncoming vehicle whose high-beam headlamps are lit. 

(b) Whenever the operator of a vehicle equipped with multiple-beam headlamps approaches or follows 

another vehicle within 500 feet to the rear, the operator shall dim, depress, or tilt the vehicle's 

headlights so that the glaring rays are not reflected into the eyes of the operator of the other vehicle. 

This paragraph does not prohibit an operator from intermittently flashing the vehicle's high-beam 

headlamps as provided under par. (a). 
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